For some

kids, blues
are pretty
cool news

By Sean D. Hamill
Tribure siaff reporter

After llstening to planist
Barrelhouse Chuck, 3rd grad-
er Kniley Dreyfus wondered
why she never had heard
about the blues.

1 didn't know any of those
famous . .. names, like [Clar-
ence] “Frogman” Henry and
Leroy Carr,” said Kailay 9, a
pupil al Braeside Hhement.ar_'.r
Scheol in Highland Park. "It
was like they werg kraping 3
seret fnom us.”

During a two-week pn'ogram
that culminates with a blues
festival Friday at the school,
Tailey and 280 schoolmates In
kindergarten  through  5th
grade  played, s=ang and
learned about the blues.

The program 1s the idea of
Stevens Doling, owner of The
Sirens Records blues labal,
Hi= deughter iz a 2nd grader at
EBiraeside.

Dolins had heard about a

aimilar program at 3 Chicago
sehool and wanted 1o bring
blues education to his daugh-
1e1's Belsno]

Teiune ot by Jke Rebimon

Barrelhouse Chuck performs at Brasside School in Highland
Park Wednesday as part of a blues education program.

“This 1= a well-to-do nedgh-
borhood, where you don't hear
muoch blnes and where even
my daughter, who haears blues
all the tme, moatly listens to
Britney Speacs,” said Dolins,

whe also works full-time a8 &'

eompuler science professor at
Bradley University in Peoria,

“But growing up. 1 knew
about these guys .. and 1
thought maghe we could bring
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some of that her.”

He took his idea to Braeside
music teacher Linda Saypers,
whao thought it was perfect for
her school. She rounded up
§2400 from the Minols Arts
Ceouncil, the Braeside PTO, and
the cotimunity group Yesh
Highlamnd Park to fund the pro.
gram.

"There's  just  something

' about bluas ﬂiﬁl[ = easy for kids

torespond to,” sald Sayers, who
is on maternity leave.

Her  substitufe, Virginia
Sandstrom, said the pupils re-
sponded well, making it easier
to introduce the cultural part of
Lhie lesson,

"What 1 sea It dolng for the
kebds is v them a foundation
and showing them the roots of
Ammrican musie,” she sald.

Last wesk the Braeside sto-
dents learmned from blues guitar-
ist Eric Moden, who plays pri
marily jug band music and
country blues guitar The stu-

| { dents playved along with spoons,
Lgﬂ::-‘ihbﬂﬁ.ﬂ]. even a washtub

Barrelhonge Chuek, whose
name is Chuck Goerlng, hept
aight 20-minute classes  en-
thralled Wednesday by teaching
tm‘las like “Ain"t Got Mo Home"
and "How Long, How Long
Blues."

"I wes very glad no one was
wying to tell me about rap mu-
sht compared to the blues,"” said
Goering, who llves in Liberty-
ville. “The kids toalk it all in. It's
lke they aren't spodled by the
am’clm [music] of today.”

He also discussed the history
of some blues artists, including
Carr, Albert “Sunnyland Siim®
Luandrew and Eurteal “Littla
Brother™ Montgomery

Inwvariably, after he explained
most were dead, a small hand
would shoet up and a 3rd grader
woltld ask: “What did he dieoff"

The question prompted a
atark answer from Goering,
since many died from p]mim]
problems or drug overdoses,

“IU's a very damaging thing to
do,” he said. It kills youn "

Bleak, maybe, but part of the
bluies,

“T didn't know abaut the blues
before, but T really like it."” said
Samantha Goldman, 8, a 3rd
grader “1 listen mosily to pop
musie, but T might try to get
Mmt[hluan albums]. I Hked the
songs."




